
 

 

                                         POVERTY 
 
1 mark Questions 
1. What is Head Count Ratio? 
2. Which are the BIMARU states? 
3. Which projects have been launched to provide self-employment? 
4. Which organisation collects data on poverty in India? 
5. Name two programmes that aim at improving the food and nutritional 

value of the poor. 
6. What is ‘poverty gap’? 
7. What is the minimum calorie intake estimated for rural and urban areas? 

 
3 / 4 mark Questions 
1. Differentiate between Relative and Absolute poverty. 
2. Explain the three / four main causes of poverty in India. 
3. Explain the term “vicious circle of poverty”. 
4. Explain the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act. 

How successful has this scheme been so far? 
5. What mechanisms can be adopted for redistribution of income? Can this 

reduce poverty? 
6. Why is population control essential for eradication of poverty? 
7. “High growth rate is a necessary but not a sufficient condition for removal 

of poverty”. Explain. 
8. Describe the main reasons for failure of poverty alleviation programmes in 

India. 
9. Illustrate the difference between rural and urban poverty. Is it correct to 

say that poverty has shifted from rural to urban areas? Use trends in 
poverty ratio to support your answer. 

10. What are the ways to categorise the poor? 
      

6 mark Questions 
1. What is poverty line? How is it defined in India? 
2. Describe any three measures undertaken to alleviate poverty in India. 
3. Write a short note on any two of the following: 

a. Swarna Jayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana 
b. Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 
c. Swarna Jayanti Shahari Rozgar Yojana 

4. What are the causes of poverty in India? 
5. Write a short note on regional variation in incidence of poverty. 
6. Evaluate the efforts made to solve the problem of poverty. 
 
 
 
 

 


